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MORTON, Thomas., of Kirkburton, Yorkshire. An obligation bond relating to a house, and
“ground called ye garden lying at the west end of a Close.” It is signed by Thomas and John
Morton, and M.E. Estwood. Dated 1706.
380mm x 310mm. 1706.
£45.00 + vat

DRAPERS. Hand written receipt from Taylor Courtman [drapers], dated 24th May 1770, and
recording the purchase of lining flannel and fine bays. Signed for Mr Courtman by one E.
Palmer.
95mm x 159mm. 1770.
£30.00
Taylor Courtman, the Strand, London, supplied goods to America nd the colonies,
and is listed as a subscriber to The American Negotiator: Or, The Various Currencies
of the British Colonies. By John Wright. 1761.

LEE, Charles, Captain and later "General Lee in in ye American Service."
£295.00 + vat
A copy, dated 1777, with corrections, of a slightly earlier 18th century "letter written by Capt
Charles Lee (now General Lee in ye American service) when he was quartered in Bury,
Suffolk, to Robt. Pocklington of Chelsworth Esq, one of his Majesty's Justices of ye Peace for
that County, in answer to an expostulatory letter sent to Captain Lee by that magistrate,
complaining of some irregularities wch his soldiers had been guilty of committing.
"Sr, I this day read a letter from you fraught with nonsense, impertinence & absurdity. You
are pleased to make in this ingenious epistle two observations. I shall beg leave to make one;
wch is that you seem to be equally knowing in our business, as you are in your own. If my
party has done anything illegal prosecute them - as to your threats of complaining the the
Secretary of Warr, I despise them as much as I do the folly of the denouncer. Yours Charles
Lee. Oct. 23rd."
Charles Lee was one of the most talented American military leaders in the War for
Independence, but his erratic performance and loutish behaviour forever tarnished his
considerable contributions. He was born in England to Irish parents, and initially went to
school in Bury St Edmunds. His father was a colonel in the British army and enrolled his son
in a Swiss military school. Young Lee was commissioned as an ensign in the army at age 12.
Three years later he entered regular service in his father's regiment.

During the French and Indian War, Lee was assigned to the American colonies, where he was
counted among the survivors of Braddock's disastrous defeat in 1755, sharing his good
fortune with comrades George Washington, Horatio Gates and Thomas Gage. Later in the
conflict Lee purchased a military command in the Mohawk Valley, where he casually married
a Mohawk woman and was adopted by the tribe. His unpredictable behaviour and violent
temper earned him the name of "Boiling Water" among the natives. Lee was a gangly man
whose unhandsome face was dominated by a huge nose — a tempting target for caricaturists
of the day.
Despite an excellent education and a record of great achievement, he felt throughout his life
the need to inflate his reputation with long-winded accounts of his adventures. He disliked
most people, but made exceptions for fellow soldiers and prostitutes. His closest companions
were dogs; he was nearly always surrounded by a pack of ill-trained hounds and his prized
Pomeranian. His vanity led him to buy expensive tailored uniforms, but he seldom bothered
to have them cleaned. Some of his contemporaries preferred the smell of the dogs to that of
Lee himself.

FRENCH REVOLUTION. Discurso de un buen frances aunque ministro de la Convencion
Nacional: L’Lamado Petition, pronunciado en Paris a 3 del Abl de 1793. An 8 page
contemporary manuscript translation in Spanish. Very good condition.
c210mm x 155mm. c1793.
£95.00
The discourse is directed against all excesses. From the collection of J.L. Gili, (died 1998), a
Catalan antiquarian book-seller, publisher and translator. He received an honarary M.A. from
Oxford University, and a memorial was held at Exeter College in 1998.

order or enquire]

HEREFORD JOURNAL. May 21, 1800; Nov 4 1807; July 11 1821; July 7 1830. Four
issues, each 4 pages. Old fold marks and a few edge tears, but in good condition.
folio. Hereford. 1800-1830.
£35.00
The Hereford Journal was first published in Hereford in 1770 as a weekly 4-page
publication by Charles Pugh and cost 3d. It was known as The British Chronicle or
Pugh’s Hereford Journal. A Conservative publication, the paper consisted of foreign
news, news from London, advertisements, poetry and anecdotes.

CABARRAS, François. A document from the Ministerio de Hacienda, Contribuciones
Directas, No. 58. Signed by him. In very good condition.
205mm x 150mm. 9th October, 1809.
£65.00

Cabarras, (1752–1810) was a French adventurer and Spanish financier. A member of
the close circle of advisors to King Charles III, and a friend of Goya, who painted a
portrait of him. From the collection of J.L. Gili, (died 1998), a Catalan antiquarian
book-seller, publisher and translator. He received an honarary M.A. from Oxford
University, and a memorial was held at Exeter College in 1998.

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. Handwritten letter dated September 27th, 1830 from the Cape of
Good Hope. Three pages, to Miss Billingsley, London, with remnants of a red seal. The
letter is signed "Affectionate Sister, Helen Billingsley". Light original fold marks.
222mm x 185mm. 1830.
£95.00

order or enquire]
The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette 1830 - 1 - January to March notes the
arrival in Table Bay on the 4th January of Mrs Billingsey and Miss Henderson, aboard
the Cornwallis. She may have been the wife of William Billingsley, a naval captain,
(died Cape Town 1848).
She apologises for not replying sooner, but her sister’s last letter arrived on the eve of
her departure to Jamaica, aboard the Eclipse. She asks her sister to purchase for two
ball dresses, “not very expensive but fashionable” and have them made by Mrs Dukes,
“our dressmaker... 40 Glaster Terrace, Commercial Road.” She is to use the patterns
she has for her other sisters as that suits her perfectly. She notes that William will
write to her by a separate opportunity. The dresses are to be sent to her via Captain
Davis, at the earliest opportunity, and she also requests a muslin dress, and two collars
to wear over a white dress.

[MONCK, John Bligh.] A two page manuscript verse entitled “To Master Monck of Coley
Park, on his Birthday with a nosegay of woodbine.” It concludes “may he be all his father is!”
Paper watermarked 1811.
257mm x 195mm. [1811].
This would appear to have been composed for John Bligh Monck in the year of his
birth. He was the eldest son of John Berkeley Monck (1769-1834), and inherited
Coley Park on his father’s death.
£65.00

order or enquire]

KEITH, Patrick. An 1819 scientific manuscript written by the published botanist, naturalist
& eccentric cleric The Reverend Patrick Keith (1769-1840), then aged 49 and of Bethersden,
Ashford, Kent.
‘Mr. Keith was a man of considerable ability, and of a somewhat caustic turn. He wrote a
work on botany, and had a reputation as a tutor, but his theological views are said to have
been peculiar…’ (Archaeologia Cantiana Vol 16, 1886.) This brief biographical sketch
confirms the impression given in the manuscript: this was a fiercely intelligent and curious
man; not given to blindly accepting the opinions of others. He published two works on botany
and some scientific papers, one of them drafted in this work.
200pp manuscript notebook, legible but at times cross-written. About 80 on religious matters,
120pp on science / botany. Original leather boards with later but not modern spine. Two
signatures loose but holding.
180mm x 120mm. 1819.
£1,600.00

order or enquire]
Three examples from the manuscript:
He includes a few sketches of moss under the microscope and states: Sowerby’s figure does
not accurately represent the column as it now appears in the specimen before me…

There are two wonderfully detailed and dated notes on rainbows: I think there are exceptions
to Dr Watt’s rule about the formation of the Rainbow… The work starts with his original
draft text for an article published in The Annals of Philosophy, Volume 14, July – December
1819. The published article is very similar to the manuscript draft here and in it we once
again find him vigorously disagreeable; this time with a Mr Meickle and his views on
centrifugal force on the growth of plants.

Also included in the notebook is a long and careful chapter-by-chapter review of Sketches of
The Philosophy of Life by Sir T. C. Morgan, Colburn, 1818. This was probably intended for
publication. As one might expect he has much to say against the author. In fact Keith’s first
sentence is: His Preliminary remarks are a sort of libel upon mankind; but especially upon
Priests and Physicians.
Interestingly there is a passage from Chapter One, the first passage quoted by Keith, which
touches on evolution many years before Darwin:
Organic bodies, in addition to these mechanic and chemical affections, are influenced by
causes, which, without changing their visible structure and arrangement, produce in them
deep and intimate modifications; by which their habits of action are altered, and they become
susceptible of impressions, different from those which arise out of their original disposition.
In addition there is an 8 page section entitled Botany in The Eighteenth Century.
Patrick Keith was the author of two works; the one referenced here is ‘A System of
Physiological Botany’ from Baldwin Cradock and Joy, London, 1816. (The other was a
Botanical Lexicon from Orr, London, in 1837.)

WINE LICENCE. An authorisation to sell and drink wine issued by the Mayor of Marseille,
to Jacques Martin, a resident, “a debiter du vin et a donner a boire dans le Ville Mansion...”
It is signed, and bears official stamps.
290mm x 183mm. May 1824.
£65.00 + vat

C.W. A commonplace book, the paper watermarked 1822, with entries dated between January
22nd 1825 and December 2nd 1859. Many also note the
location Clapham Common, and several are signed Bow Wow. Thirty five pages used, the
rest remain blank. Thee is a full-page pencil drawing of scenery. Bound
in elaborate dark green morocco wallet binding with original
brass clasp. Some wear to the joints of the flap and a little
rubbing. Red sugar paper end-papers.
232mm x 195mm. 1825-1859.
£295.00

order or enquire]
~ Entries are by C.W,, S.B., C.L., A.S.B., S.C.W., H.
J.W, Wollaston, and are mainly transcribed verse. It
opens with a four page poem “Sleep on my Babe!
Nor fear to rest...”; The Gum Cistus and the Hearts
Ease (by Charlotte Elizabeth); On the Occasion of a
Bird Singing (by C. Fry); Lines on the partial
destruction of York Cathedral by Fire, February 2nd
1829, others verses are by Cunningham, Sheridan, Mrs
Barbauld and Miss Edgeworth.
This appears to be related to the family of George
Hyde Wollaston (1765-1841), a London businessman
who lived on the West Side of the Common.
He was chairman of the Thames Tunnel Company,
and also published anonymously ‘Clapham and its
Environs, in 1827.

FARMER or CORN MERCHANT, Norfolk. An original 1831/1832 account book detailing
the sale of bushels of wheat over this period. 35 pages completed, with an index at the front.
The location is not named (although it appears to be in the name of Coles), and it originated
in a collection of ephemera in Norfolk, and probably relates to that county. Names mentioned
include Samuel & William Bleake, Henry, William & Samuel Laman, William & Robert
Jackson, Thomas Cooman, Jonathan Odleton. The accounts of 32 names individuals are
covered. Original marbled paper covers, in very good condition.
172mm x 114mm. 1831-32.
£45.00

order or enquire]

BOSTON, Mass. A most unusual 19th century manuscript journal kept by four young men
who style themselves the 'Four Associates', and keep detailed reports of their meetings in
'mock' committee style, with formal addresses, signatures, mock indignation & insults, &c. It
is in fact a very lively account of their shared lives, loves 'girls again!', work, and aspirations.
It covers the period November 12th, 1839, to October 2nd 1840, with entries for most days,
and ending with a farewell address - "My friends I leave you soon perhaps never to see you
again..."
133 pages, bound in contemporary calf backed marbled boards. Spine and corners worn, and
boards loose but still attached. Internally in good condition.
4to. 205mm x 162mm. 1839.
£1,600.00

order or enquire]
The four men lodged at No 1, 13 Endicott Street, which is in the North End area of
Boston, near the intersection with Blackstone Street. Their names, recorded at the end,
are Samuel Carleton, Charles Rice, John Vreeland, James Langley, and they note the
number of pages each of them wrote. Boston directories record a John Vreeland as a
pocketbook maker, and Samuel Carleton employed as a furniture maker at Nathan
Metcalf and Co. James Langley appears to have worked in the thread and hosiery
trade, but there are too many Charles Rices to identify his occupation.

The inaugural meeting held on November 12th, 1839 "was spent in social
conversation on love, Latin and war." The following day one of the group turned 21
and treated the others to almonds and raisons which "would have been better if he had
sent home two or three bottles of champagne, but we will excuse him on account of its
being the first time that he has seen the age mentioned..."
Evenings are spent in conversation with friends, some who add entries - "Sense,
sobriety and chastity are qualities which would highly adorn the officers of this
institution, did they but possess it." - "As for the girls I do not think I have any more to
do with them than a great many others. I have not as yet found the one I want & so I
think I have a right to be in their company until I find her..."
Local events are mentioned - "Who is the man that struck Billy Patterson? Who is
delivering the most interesting course of lectures that was ever delivered in this City?
Who tried to cut out a certain gentleman that is now attending a course of lectures at
the Odeon?

LINLITHGOW. Note of expence of erecting six street gas lamps at the back of the town and
one at the Low Port and laying pipes connected therewith due by the good town of
Linlithgow. To Robert Carlow. Dated January and February 1845, and receipted the 24th
March.
230mm x 190mm. 1845.
£25.00 + vat

THE LEPER. A charming manuscript transcription of this American poem, which was
originally written by Nathaniel Parker Willis in The Sacred Poems collection c1843. The
front page is hand drawn with a pencil inscription reading ‘For Kate Southern Jan 7 1850’,
and has an embossed border. There are 3 pages to the interior written on both sides in ink
(faint pencil lines still visible), the little booklet has been hand stitched at the seam and
finished with a silk ribbon.
180mm x 117mm. c1850.

Surely not the Kate Southern, a Georgia woman who was charged with murdering a
rival for her husband's affections in early 1878. She was sentenced to death by
hanging.
Almost immediately after news of the sentence got out, the campaign
to save Kate's life began to mobilize. Her attorneys mounted an appeal to Georgia's
Governor to commute the sentence. This included numerous depositions from Kate's
family members (including her husband) which attempted to show that she was
provoked into killing Narcissa. It also helped that Kate had recently given birth and
descriptions of Kate in prison with her baby where she awaited her execution helped
the media campaign to save her life. Petitions with thousands of signatures (mostly
women) were sent pleading for clemency. The campaign worked. Kate's sentence
was commuted to ten years in prison to be spent in a Georgia prison camp.

£125.00

[order or enquire]

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 1850. Three handwritten permits for entry to the Strangers Gallery
of the House of Commons. a). J. Wilson-Patten [Conservative, Ist Baron Winmarleigh),
May 16th 1848. b). L. Pechell (Rear Admiral), 16th May 1848. c). E.K. Tenison (Irish Whig
and Liberal), April 12th 1850.
c90mm x 210mm. 1848-1850.

£45.00

[order or enquire]

WOODHOUSE, Elizabeth., of Duffield, Derbyshire. Eight of her manuscript schoolbooks.
All bound in contemporary marbled wrappers, and in very good condition. They show her
practising handwriting, with repeated phrases, and also learning history, with answers to
exam questions.
232mm x 190mm. 1856-1859.
£120.00

BLACKSMITH. A large and detailed ledger for itemised and priced work carried out by an
industrious blacksmith in the Tibthorpe area in the East Riding of Yorkshire. 250 pages, fully
completed, with entries covering the period 1858-1885. Customers include Staveley Manor
House, Trinity House Hull, William Peircy of Benningham Grange, and many others. All
manner of work has been undertaken, horse shoes, nails, repairing dog-carts, wagon wheels,
hooping &c. In very good clean condition and bound in contemporary vellum lettered
‘Blacksmith Book’ on both covers.
tall narrow folio. 400mm x 165mm. 1858-1885.

This was most probably written by John Shepherdson, blacksmith and ironmonger of
Tibthorpe. The East Riding of Yorkshire Archives record his account book for 18631872.

£295.00

HOPE STREET BRITISH SCHOOL, York. William Ryder’s exercise book, covering a wide
range of subjects, his home-work and dictation tests, with correction marks by his teacher. 56
pages. In very good condition in original printed card covers which list the teachers of the
school, prizes, extra subjects, and also requests that absence notes must be provided.
200mm x 165mm. The N.E.T. Co Lim., York and Leeds. c1883.
£40.00

PIMLICO, Middlesex. A small and attractive vellum indenture, with a hand-coloured plan,
for ‘land and premises known as No 8 Westmoreland Street, Pimlico.” It is between W.D.
and C.D. Hollis, and dated 4th September 1889.
130mm x 105mm. 1889.
£30.00 + vat

FIRST WORLD WAR. Pressed flowers in a contemporary black wooden frame, inscribed
on the reverse, “To Jane, will be home soon, all my love Bill”, dated 6.8.1916. Some slight
damage to the flowers which have mainly faded over the years. This might have been sent by
a soldier away at the First World War to his loved one back home. It is signed in the lower
corner Bill Young.
190mm x 235mm. 1918.
£65.00

SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE (1906).
Shainwald, Buckbee & Co, Real Estate and Insurance. A typed letter, signed, to R.D.
McElroy, reporting on very slight damage done to the Kohl Building. Jan 14 1908.
Mahony Bros, Builders. A two page typed letter, signed by John Mahoney, to James D.
Phelan of the Mutual Savings Bank Building, relating to earthquake damage to five buildings
that they had originally constructed at a cost of £5.5 million dollars: Flood Building, St
Francis Hotel, Crocker Building, Shreve Building, Sloane Building. After their inspection
they estimate the damage caused to total $88,000. May 22nd 1908.
William Curlett, Architect, typed letter, signed, to R.D. McElroy, giving a report of his
examination of the Class "A" buildings, and finding that "not one of these buildings was
damaged to the extent of 1% of the const of construction." May 25th 1908.
R.D. McElroy, Real Estate and Insurance. A two page typed letter, signed, to Joseph Hadley,
of Lloyds in London, in which he submits evidence showing "the extent of the earthquake
damage done in April, 1906 to Class "A" Steel Cage Buildings. He encloses the above letter
from Mahony Bros, "the largest and most responsible builders on the Pacific Coast." 9th June
1908.

There is also a typed "extract from a letter written by Joseph Hadley, in Frisco, 19
Nov 1907." "The rebuilding that has been done in this town since the fire is simply
wonderful... considering that much of the burned district is still in ruins leaving a
smaller number of buildings to be protected, the actual protection is now better than it
was before the fire.... in my opinion rates are now at panic prices and it is a golden
opportunity for Underwritres to make money."
Like the Phelan Building #1, the Phelan Building #2 was a valuable investment
property for the Phelan Family and became an prominent symbol of San Francisco's
architectural sophistication and prosperity. In the wake of the demoralizing
destruction of the Great Earthquake and Fire of 1906, James Duval Phelan
(1861-1930), Bay Area philanthropist, Mayor of San Francisco, and Senator from CA,
demonstrated for his contemporaries the tenacity and ambition to rebuild on the same
site, and to build a second tower taller and larger than its predecessor. He
commissioned William Curlett (1846-1916), one of San Francisco's most experienced
architects, to design his new, steel-frame office tower. The Mahony Brothers worked
with Curlett as building contractors. The Phelan Building served as a particularly large
and visible reminder of San Francisco's will to rebuild bigger and better than before.
£650.00

order or enquire]

